
1459Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Oct. 23

President Bush. Together, my country, 
with Australia, is promoting greater eco-
nomic opportunity. Our nations are now 
working to complete a U.S.-Australia Free 
Trade Agreement that will add momentum 
to the free trade throughout the Asian-Pacific 
region, while producing jobs in our own 
countries. 

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the 
audience.] 

Speaker Andrew. Senator Nettle will re-
sume her seat. Sergeant, remove Senator 
Nettle. Senator Nettle will resume her seat. 
The President has the call. Senator Nettle 
is warned. Sergeant will remove Senator Net-
tle. 

President Bush. I love free speech. 
[Laughter] 

Speaker Andrew. The President has the 
call. 

President Bush. The relationship be-
tween America and Australia is vibrant and 
vital. Together, we will meet the challenges 
and the perils of our own time. In the des-
perate hours of another time, when the Phil-
ippines were on the verge of falling and your 
country faced the prospect of invasion, Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur addressed Members 
of the Australian Parliament. He spoke of a 
code that unites our two nations, the code 
of free people, which, he said, ‘‘embraces the 
things that are right and condemns the things 
that are wrong.’’

More then 60 years later, that code still 
guides us. We call evil by its name and stand 
for freedom that leads to peace. Our alliance 
is strong. We value, more than ever, the un-
broken friendship between the Australian 
and the American peoples. My country is 
grateful to you and to all the Australian peo-
ple for your clear vision and for your strength 
of heart. And I thank you for your hospitality. 
May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Australian Parliament House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Governor-General Michael Jeffery, 
Prime Minister John Howard, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives Neil Andrew, President 
of the Senate Paul Calvert, and Leader of the Op-
position Simon Crean of Australia; Nurjaman 
Riduan Isamuddin (known as Hambali), Al 
Qaida’s chief operational planner in Southeast 

Asia; former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and President Hu Jintao of China. Speaker An-
drew referred to Senator Bob Brown and Senator 
Kerry Nettle of Australia.

Statement on Senate Action To Block 
a Vote on the Proposed ‘‘Class Action 
Fairness Act’’
October 23, 2003

Yesterday, 39 Members of the U.S. Senate 
blocked an up-or-down vote on a bill that 
would reduce frivolous lawsuits and the bur-
den they place on our economy. The ‘‘Class 
Action Fairness Act’’ would protect the legal 
rights of all citizens while ensuring that court 
awards and settlements go to those who are 
wrongfully injured rather than to a few 
wealthy trial lawyers. Class action reform will 
allow businesses and their employees to go 
back to the business of growing our economy 
and creating jobs. It was passed by the House 
and is favored by a large bipartisan majority 
in the Senate. Those who are serious about 
bringing an end to frivolous lawsuits in this 
Nation and protecting the rights of those who 
are wrongfully injured should strongly sup-
port this legislation. I am eager to sign it; 
our economy needs it; and I urge those Sen-
ators who stand in the way to let the will 
of the people be heard.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Honolulu, Hawaii 
October 23, 2003

Thank you all very much. Aloha! Thank 
you. Please be seated. Thanks for the warm 
welcome. If I seem a little jet-lagged—
[laughter]—it’s because I’ve spent a long 
week away from home. After 8 days on the 
road and more than 18,000 miles in the air, 
it’s great to be back in America. And it’s real-
ly great to be in the beautiful State of Hawaii. 

We had a great trip. I visited with some 
of our strongest allies in the war on terror 
and some of the Nation’s most important 
trading partners. We made progress on a 
broad agenda, an agenda that will help make 
America more secure and more prosperous. 

I want to thank each of you for giving me 
a warm welcome home. I particularly want 
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